
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

AGENDA AND REPORTS 
 

Public Meeting Date:  
September 23, 2026  

6:00PM 
 

 
 

OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT – STATEMENT OF COMPLIANCE 
 

In accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act, Chapter 231, P.L. 1975, notice of this meeting 
was given by: 

                   I.      sending sufficient notice on the WVRSA Website  
                   II.     filing advance written notice of this meeting with the Clerk of each member                    
                           municipality and,         
                   III.    posting this notice on the Public Bulletin Board for all member municipalities. 
                  
 
 
 

 
Wanaque Valley Regional Sewerage Authority 

101 Warren Hagstrom Blvd 
Wanaque, NJ 07465 



 WANAQUE VALLEY REGIONAL SEWERAGE AUTHORITY 
REGULAR MEETING AGENDA 

September 23, 2026 
 
 

 
1. OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT COMPLIANCE STATEMENT 

This meeting is held in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act, Chapter 231, P.L. 1975 
with all the notices required therein having been made. 
 

2. SALUTE TO THE FLAG 
 

3. ROLL CALL 
 
4. CORRESPONDENCE LIST (None) 

 
5. REVIEW/APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

a. Regular meeting of August 26, 2026 
 

6. REPORTS 
a. Director of Finance & Administration 
b. Plant Operations Supervisor 
c. Engineering 
d. Legal 

  
7. RESOLUTIONS 

a. Resolution 26-68 – Amending the fiscal year 2026 budget 
b. Resolution 26-69 - Authorizing the establishment of a new bank account 

 
8. PAYMENT OF BILLS 

a. Resolution 26-70– Authorizing payment of bills in the amount of $166,242.93. 
 

9. OLD BUSINESS 
 

10. NEW BUSINESS 
 

11. PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

12. EXECUTIVE SESSION (if needed) 
 

13. ADJOURNMENT 
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ANNOUNCEMENT – 6:05 pm 
 
  Chairman Covelli read the following announcement 
 
 
This meeting of the Wanaque Valley Regional Sewerage Authority, Wednesday, August 26, 2026, 
shall serve as the Regular meeting in accordance to the Open Public Meetings Act, Chapter 231, P.L. 
1975 adequate notice as defined by Section 3D of Chapter 231, P.L. 1975, and has been posted on 
the WVRSA website. A copy of said notice will be filed with the minutes of this meeting. 
 
SALUTE TO THE FLAG 
 
Chairman Covelli asked our interim engineer, Chris Nash to lead the flag salute. Mr. Covelli 
requested a moment of silence for Mr. Baileys sister who passed away. 
 
Chairman Covelli asked for a roll call. 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
Commissioners Present – In-Person:  Frank Covelli, Matthew P. Conlon, Herb Allen, Vincent 
Farrinella, Ted Taukus 
                                                              
 
Commissioner Via Zoom:                   Michael Gerst, 
 
Commissioner Absent:                
 
Also Present:    Michael Roeder – Interim Executive Director     
    Chris Nash. – Boswell Engineering 
    Justin Leslie, Plant Operations Supervisor  
    Sharon Hoeland, Director of Finance & Administration 
     
                
     
CORRESPONDENCE: Follow-up letter to the regional tour that took place in June. Chairman Covelli 
requested that the photo of the event get printed and labeled to mark the occasion. 
 
 
 
REVIEW / APPROVAL OF MINUTES   
    
Regular Meeting Minutes – 07-22-2026 
 
Chairman Covelli asked the Commissioners if they have reviewed the Regular Meeting Minutes of 
July 22 ,2026  
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The following motion was made: 
 
MOTION Moved by Mr. Farrinella, 2nd by Mr. Taukus to approve and accept the Regular Meeting  
                      Minutes – July 22 ,2026 
   

Vice Chairman Conlon asked all those in favor to signify so by stating Aye.  
  Commissioners: Conlon, Allen, Covelli, Farinella, all stated Aye,  
  Commissioners  
                      

MOTION CARRIED 
 
REPORTS 
 
 
Director of Finance and Administration 
 
Payroll: we have 3 pay periods left, we are under the budget amount and over time and double time is 
under as well. We had some additional overtime to cover the employees’ vacation time but did not 
affect the overall salaries & wages. 
 
Electric: We are under budget, and under on usage as well.  
 
Septage hauler revenue: we are doing well our collection rate is 98% and our revenue will be coming 
in above the budget revenue number A couple of reasons for this are the rate increase and other 
treatment facilities are down which creates more traffic for our facilities  
 
Chapman budget was out of date because we could not reproduce the report numbers so we will 
report July and August in the August meeting 
 
Operating Cash: we are doing well and anticipating making a bond payment for 1 million dollars in 
September. We are doing well.  
 
Reserving for Future Debt, we will make our goal for 1,225,000 dollars. A few accounts are now 
generating interest.  
 
 
 
Plant Operations Supervisor:  
Mr. Leslie stated Plan flows are up from last month, not a drastic change, but the truck traffic is 
consistent, northwest Bergen has been closed, because of odor complaints. It is unusual because 
both beasts are down and we are waiting for the tech to come out to tell us what is wrong. Rags are 
the culprit of the beast being down and have a lot to maintain. Influent pump #3 psi has been 
repaired, and install will be 16k which is cheaper than a new one. All the guys are doing well, and the 
maintenance team is working hard. 200 pounds of wipes got stuck and now we must repair the unit. 
Mr. Covelli asked if we had information on how bad the wipes are for the sewer system on our 
website, Ms. Hoeland stated not that I am aware of. That will be something that we will be adding to 
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our new website. Does the borough have a rotation of info on their website and can they put 
information on their website. Do we have any pumps that have been damaged from the wipes, do you 
have a picture or an actual pump. Mr. Covelli would like to see a broken-down pump as a visual to 
create awareness.  
 
 
 
ENGINEERING REPORT  
 
Mr. Chris Nash, who is sitting in for Giselle Diaz, stated the capital improvement project is just starting 
up, and we have a two-week look ahead and are working on the prep work for the retaining wall. The 
bigger work has a large lead time to obtain the equipment, and it will project to start at the beginning 
of next year. WVRSA paid for the permit so that we could start the work that was being held up 
because of the permits. It is going slow and they owe us full project schedule. Mr. Farinella asked 
when we expect a full schedule to be provided.  
 
 
 
LEGAL REPORT  
 
Mr. Bailey was not in attendance; we will have a closed session this evening. Mr. Farinella asked 
about the letter went to the Reserve regarding the road. The Borough of Wanaque is schedule to 
pave Warren Hagstrom and is the warren Hagstrom access road going to get pave as well. They are 
eager to work with us to join resources and work together to save funds. We have established that we 
own the road. We are going to have to figure out where our boundaries lines we want to expand the 
road to include a walkway. So, we will need the engineer to be able to map out the road and 
boundaries lines.   
 
 
 
 
 
PUBLIC HEARING ON THE WVRSA FISCAL YEAR 2027 BUDGET 
 
Motion Moved by Mr. Gerst, second by Mr. Colon 
Moved to close the public portion of the hearing  Moved by Conlon, second by Mr. Allen 
 

 Chairman Covelli asked for all those in favor to signify so by stating Aye. 
  Commissioners: Conlon, Farinella, Allen and Covelli, Gerst and Taukus all stated Aye 
 

MOTION CARRIED 
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Resolution 26-64 Wanaque Valley Regional Sewerage Authority Fiscal Year Budget 2027 
Adoption 
 
Motion Moved by Mr. Taukus, second by Mr. Allen 
 

 Chairman Covelli asked for all those in favor to signify so by stating Aye. 
  Commissioners: Conlon, Farinella, Allen and Covelli, Gerst and Taukus all stated Aye 
 

MOTION CARRIED 
. 
 
 

Commission
 

Motion Second Ayes Nays Abstain Absent 
Allen  X X    
Conlon   X    
Farinella   X    
Gerst   X    
Taukus X  X    
Covelli   X    
 
 
 
 
Resolution 26-65 Adopting a fiscal year 2027 salary guide for WVRSA employees 
 
 
Motion   Moved by Allen, seconded by Mr. Conlon 

Chairman Covelli asked for all those in favor to signify so by stating Aye. 
  Commissioners: Conlon, Farinella, Allen, Taukus, Gerst and Covelli all stated Aye 
 

MOTION CARRIED 
 
 

Commission
 

Motion Second Ayes Nays Abstain Absent 
Allen X  X    
Conlon  X X    
Farinella   X    
Gerst   X    
Taukus   X    
Covelli   X    
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Resolution 26-66- Purchase of 2021 Ford Ranger Pick-up 
 
 
Motion   Moved by Taukus, seconded by Mr. Conlon 

Chairman Covelli asked for all those in favor to signify so by stating Aye. 
  Commissioners: Conlon, Farinella, Allen, Taukus, Gerst all stated Aye Covelli Abstained 
 

MOTION CARRIED 
 
Commission

 
Motion Second Ayes Nays Abstain Absent 

Allen   X    
Conlon  x X    
Farinella   X    
Gerst   X    
Taukus x  X    
Covelli     x  
 
 
Resolution 26-67- AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF BILLS IN THE AMOUNT OF $ 283,568.16 
 
Motion   Moved by Conlon, seconded by Mr. Taukus  

Chairman Covelli asked for all those in favor to signify so by stating Aye. 
  Commissioners: Conlon, Farinella, Allen, Taukus, Gerst and Covelli all stated Aye 
 
 
Commission

 
Motion Second Ayes Nays Abstain Absent 

Allen   X    
Conlon X  X    
Farinella   X    
Gerst   X    
Taukus  X X    
Covelli   x    
 
 

      
 
 
OLD BUSINESS – The sewerage Authority will be participating in the Wanaque Day to bring 
awareness of our facility and to encourage community outreach. We would like all commissioners to 
stop by as a representative for Wanaque Valley Regional Sewerage Authority.  We are organizing the 
giveaways and remember to wear your WVRSA shirt. We ordered mugs with our logo and we will be 
 
NEW BUSINESS – The WVRSA was able to acquire office furniture for free we just needed to 
arrange the furniture to be moved. We were able to get a conference table, desks, chairs, bookcases, 
tables.  
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Public Comment: Joyce Hartman Building 10. Wanaque Reserve, no odor and no complaints. And 
Joyce seems to think that the noise has been from the beast.  About the wipes, she would like us to 
send out some information regarding the wipes. She would like us to consider putting in trees for 
sound reducing effect.  
 
MOTION Moved by Mr. Conlon, 2nd by Mr. Allen, to adjourn this portion of the meeting. 
  

Vice Chairman Conlon asked for all those in favor to signify so by stating Aye. 
  Commissioners: Conlon, Farinella, Allen and Covelli all stated Aye 
 
 
 
Executive Session (if needed): Pump Station & Borough of Ringwood 
 
                                                                                       
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Motion was made to adjourn the meeting at 7:27 pm 
 
MOTION Moved by Mr. Covelli, 2nd by Mr. Farinella to adjourn this portion of the meeting. 
  

Vice Chairman Conlon asked for all those in favor to signify so by stating Aye. 
  Commissioners: Conlon, Farinella, Allen and Covelli all stated Aye 

    
         
MOTION CARRIED 
       
The meeting was adjourned at 7:27PM 
 
Minutes respectfully submitted by, 
 
Sharon Hoeland 
Sharon Hoeland, Recording Secretary 
Director of Finance & Administration 
 
Commission

 
Motion Second Ayes Nays Abstain Absent 

Allen   X    
Conlon   X    
Farinella   X    
Gerst      X 
Taukus      X 
Covelli   X    
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MOTION CARRIED 
 
All minutes and resolutions can be found on our website: www.wvrsa.com   
 
APPROVED 08-26-2026 REGULAR MEETING 
 



 
Resolution # 26-68 

 
RESOLUTION  RE: AMENDING THE WANAQUE VALLEY REGIONAL  

             SEWERAGE AUTHORITY FY 2026 OPERATING BUDGET 
 

WHEREAS, the Wanaque Valley Regional Sewerage Authority budget for the fiscal year 
ending September 30, 2026 was adopted on the 27TH day of August, 2025, and 
 

WHEREAS, N.J.A.C. 5:31-2.8 provides that all amendments to the budget shall be 
approved and adopted by resolution of the Authority, passed by not less than a majority of the 
full membership, 
 
 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the following amendments be made to the budget 
of the Wanaque Valley Regional Sewerage Authority for its fiscal year ending September 30, 
2026.  
 
 
REVENUES    FROM TO 
 
  $     -0-  $        
 
 
APPROPRIATIONS                                                           
 
     $     -0-  $        
 
 
 
 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that two certified copies of this complete amendment and 
resolution be filed with the Director of the Division of Local Government Services for certification 
of the Authority’s amended budget. 

 
 

 
Adopted this 23rd day of September 2026  
and certified to be a true copy of the original 
 
 
_____________________________________________________ 
Sharon Hoeland, Director of Finance & Admin./Recording Secretary 
 
 
 
 
____________________________________________________ 
Vincent Farinella, Board Commissioner, Secretary 
 



 
 
 
Commissioner Motion Second Ayes Nays Abstain Absent 
Allen            
Conlon           
Farinella            
Gerst           
Taukus            
Covelli            
 
 
    
 
 
 
  Approved:                      , 2026 
 

                                               
  Director, Div. of Local Government Services 



Resolution #26-69 
 

RESOLUTION  RE: AUTHORIZING THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A NEW AND   
    SEPARATE BANK ACCOUNT FOR THE PURPOSE OF   
    DEPOSITING FUNDS FOR THE RESERVE FOR FUTURE ROAD 
    REPAIR/RECONSTRUCTION 

 
WHEREAS, the Wanaque Valley Regional Sewerage Authority (WVRSA) Board of 

Commissioners has identified a need to undertake repair/reconstruction of the entrance road to the 
Authority’s sewage treatment facility; and 

 
 
WHEREAS, the estimated cost of repair/reconstruction has not yet been determined; and 
 
 
WHEREAS, the WVRSA intends to set aside funds in multiple budget years commencing in 

Fiscal Year 2026 for the purpose of financing road repair/reconstruction with cash on hand and not 
through the issuance of debt; and 

 
 
WHEREAS, in order to better track the amounts available within the reserve for future 

entrance road repair/reconstruction, the Board of Commissioners desires to segregate the reserve 
funds from other general operating funds. 

 
 
           NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Commissioners that it hereby 
authorizes the Interim Executive Director, in consultation with the Director of Finance & Administration 
and the Authority’s auditor to establish a new bank account, within one of the previously approved 
financial institutions, for the purpose of segregating funds budgeted for the reserve for future entrance 
road repair/reconstruction; and  
 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the funds for said reserve for future entrance road 
repair/reconstruction shall be drawn from the Authority’s four operating bank accounts (revenue fund, 
depository fund, payroll fund and O&M revolving fund) in an amount not to exceed the total amount 
budgeted for the reserve in the current and future budget years. 
 
 
 
 
Adopted this 23d day of September 2026 
and certified to be a true copy of the original 
 
 
 



 
 
_____________________________________________________ 
Sharon Hoeland, Director of Finance & Admin/Recording Secretary 
 
 
______________________________________________________ 
Vincent Farinella, Board Commissioner, Secretary  
 
 
 
 
Commissioner Motion Second Ayes Nays Abstain Absent 
Allen            

Conlon           
Farinella            
Gerst           
Taukus            
Covelli            
 



Resolution #26-70 
 

RESOLUTION  RE: ACCEPTING AND AUTHORIZING FOR PAYMENT THE 
BILLS PRESENTED ON THE SEPTEMBER 23, 2026 BILL 
LIST OF THE WANAQUE VALLEY REGIONAL 
SEWERAGE AUTHORITY IN THE AMOUNT OF 
$166,242.93 

 
WHEREAS, the vouchers included on the bill list dated September 23, 2026 

have been reviewed by the Wanaque Valley Regional Sewerage Authority Interim 
Executive Director and the Treasurer of the Board of Commissioners; and  

 
WEHREAS, the Interim Executive Director and Board Treasurer recommend 

payment of the vouchers on the bill list dated September 23, 2026. 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Commissioners of the 
Wanaque Regional Sewerage Authority that it hereby accepts the Bill List dated 
September 23, 2026 in the amount of $ 166,242.93     and authorizes the Interim 
Executive Director to make payment to the vendors included on said bill list in the 
amount presented. 
 
 
Adopted this 23d day of September 2026 
and certified to be a true copy of the original 
 
 
_____________________________________________________ 
Sharon Hoeland, Director of Finance & Admin/Recording Secretary 
 
 
_____________________________________________________ 
Vincent Farinella, Board Commissioner, Secretary  
 
Commissioner Motion Second Ayes Nays Abstain Absent 
Allen            

Conlon           
Farinella            
Gerst           
Taukus            
Covelli            
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